o mistake-—{he : ( [
. rmiming within sight of a Pakistan’
_army patrol.

ABDUL BAIL had run out of luck.

Like thousands of other people
in [Kast | Bengal, he had made the
fatal  mistake—ol

e was 24 years old, a slight
man surrounded by soldiers. He
was  trembling, because he  was
about to be shot.

* Normally we would have killed
him as he ran,” U was informed
chattily by Major Rathore, the. G-2
Ops. of the Hth [Division, as we
stood on the outskirts of a tiny
village ncar Mudafarganj, about 20
miles south of Comilla. * Bul we

_are checking him out for your sake

You are new here and 1 see vou
have a squeamish stomach.”

Y'Why kill him? " [ asked with
mounting concern.

* Because he might be a Hindu
or he might be a rebel, perhaps a
student or an Awami  Leaguer
They know we are sorting them
out and they betray themselves by
running.” .

* But why are you killing them®
And why pick -on the llindus? " 1
persisted.

“Must 1 remind you.” Rathore
said severely, “ how they have tried
to destroy Pakistan? Now under
the cover of the fighting we have
an excellént -opportunity of finish-
ing them off

“Of course,” he added hastily,
*we are only killing the Hindu
men. We are soldiers, not cowards
like ‘the rebels. They kill our
women and children.”

I WAS GETTING niy first glinipse
of the stain of blood which has
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by ANTHONY MASCARENHAS

(the background to the writing and publication
of this remarkable report is told on Page One)

“lor bld's sake don't shoet.”
I cried. “He's unarmed. [He's
only a vilager."” ¢

Rathorq-gaveg me a dirty look
and fired & warning burst.

As {he Mian sank to a crouch in
the lashi{éarpet of green, two
Jawcans wilre already on their wav
to drag him in.

The theid of a rifle butt across
the shou 'ers preceded the ques-
tioning: o .

3 IE you? "

M| Sahib' My name s
A A% I'm a (ailor from the
New in Dacea.” ;

$i¢ to'me. You're a Hindu
(tyou running? "

host curfew time, Sahib,
t1Bgoing to my village.”
‘Eh_g truth. Why were

man could answer
Kly frisked for weapons
\ : while another quickly
snatehed faway ‘his lungi. The
skinny "‘u that was bared re-
vealed thgs distinctive traces of
vircumeisiph, .whfeh is obligatory
for Musliy

PN
The §

erwise-verdant

land of Fast Bengal. First.it was

~the ‘massacre of the non-Bengalis

~in & savage outburst of Bengali

hatred. N

[ TARPADE P BRI

ow it Jwas-massacre, deli-

ruckloads
‘of hyman targets
"At' l;ea &

f could "be plainlv seemn

o

death n the compélf’fld of the
Circuit House (cryil administrative
headquarters) ig)/\lomilla. [ have
seen truckload\g, of other human
targets and ~%hose who had the
humanity try to help themn
hauled of)* for disposal ™ under
the cover of darkness and curfew
I have witnessed the brutality of
“kill and burn missions " as the
army units, after clearing out the
rebels, pursued the pogrom in the
towns and the villages.

I have seen whole villages devas-
tated by * punitive action,”

And in the officers mess at night
I have listened incredulously "as
otherwise brave and honourable
g;(»glc'n proudly chewed over the day’s
HE
;" How many did vou get? "
4 'The answers are seared in my
‘memory.

‘ALL THIS is being donc. as any
West -Pakistani officer will tell you,
for the “ preservation of the unity,
the integrity and the ideology of
Pakistan™ It is, of course, too Jate
for that. The very military action
that is designed {o hold together
the two wings of the country,
separated by a thousund miles of
India, has confirmed the ideological
and emotional break. East Bengal

cait only be Kept in Pakistan by the
heavy hand of the army. And the
army is dominated by the Punjabis,
who traditionally despise and dis-
like the Benealis

have treated us more brutally than
the Sikhs did in the partition riots
in 1947, How can we ever forgive
or forget this»”

The  bone - crushing  military
operation has  two  distinetive
features. One is what the authori-
ties like to Call the. ™ cleansing
process ' w cuphenusm for mas.
satre. The other is the  rehabilita-
tion effort.” This iy way  of
describing the moves to ‘turn East
Bengal into a docile colony of West
Pakistan.  These commonly  used
expressions  and  the  repeated
official references to * miscreants ™
and “infiltrators " are part of the
charade which is being cnacted for
the benefit of the world. Strip away
the propaganda, and the reality is
colonisation—und killing.**

The justification for the annihi-
lation of the Hindus was para-
phrased by It. Gen. Tikka Khan.
the military governor of Eust Paki-
stan, in a radio broadcast 1 heard
on April 18, He said: ** The Muslims
ol East Pakistan, who had played a
leading part in the creation of
Pakistan, are determined to keep it
alive. However, the voice of the
vast majority had been suppressed
through coercion, threats to life
and property by a vocal. violent and
aggressive minority, which forced

events suggest that the pogrom
was not the result of a spontancous
or undisciplined reaction. ‘Tt wus
planned.

It seems  clear  that  the
“sorting-out ' began to be plan-
ned about the time that Lt-Gen.
Tikka  Khan  took over the
governorship of East Bengal, from
the geutle, self-effacing Admiral
Ahsan, and the military command
there, from the scholarjy Lt.-Gen.
Sahibzada Khan. That was at the
beginning of March, when Sheikh
Mujibur ~ Rahman's  civil  dis-
obedience movement was gathering
momentum after the postpone-
ment of the assembly  meeting
from which the Bengalis hoped
for  so much. President Yahya
Khan, it is said, acquiesced in the
tide of resentment caused in the
top echlons of the military estab-
lishment by the increasing humilia-
tion of the West Pakistani troops
stationed  in Easl Bengal. The
Punjahi  Eastern  Command at
Dacca continues to dominate the
policies of the Central Government.
{1t is perhaps worth pointing out
that the Khans are not related:
Khan is a’ common surname in
Pakistan. |

When the army units fanned out
i Dacca on the evening of March

23, in pre-emptive strikes against -

the mutiny planned for the small
hours of the mext morhing, many
of them carried lists of people to be
liguidated.
Hindus and large numbers of Mus-
lims; students,” Awami Leaguers.
professors, journalists and those
who had been prominent in Sheikh
Mujib's movement. The charge,

now publicly made, that the army.

These included the,

the Awam] T.eague 1o adopl the
destructive course.” .

Others. ' speaking  privately.
were more blunt in seeking justi-
Boatian

- Wassubjected 1o morfar atfack
{ront the Jaganath Hull, where the *

Hindu university students lived,
hardly justifics the cobliteration of

$vrvry ET%wnvdon ool ir
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the massacre of the non-Bengalis

in a savage outburst of Bengali

hatred.. Now it was massacre, delj-

berately carried out by the West
- Pakistan . army. ‘

The pogrom’s victims are not
only the Hindus of East Bengul—
who constitute about 10 per cent
of the 75 million population—but
also m‘lmy thousands of Bengal:
Musumé. These include university
-and  céllege students, teachers,
Awami League and Left-Wing poli-
tical cadres and every one the
army can catch of the 176,000 Ben-
gali militarymen and police who
mutinied on March 26 in a spec-
tacular, though untimely and ill-
starred bid to create an indepen-
dent Republic of Bangla Desh.

What I saw and heard with un-
believing eyes and ears during my
10 days in East Bengal in late April
made it terribly clear that the kill-
‘ings are not the isolated acts of
mijlitary commanders in the field.

‘The West Pakistani soldiers are
ngt the only ones who have been
Killing in liast Bengal, of course.
On the night of Marcn 25—and this
I was allowed to report by the Paki-
stanl censor—the Bengalj troops
and paramilitary units stationed in
Kast  Pakistan  mytinied ° and
attacked non-Bengalis with atroci-
ous savagery. .

. Thoysands of families of Qinfor-
tunate Muslims, many of them
refugees from Bihar “who chose
Pakistan at the time of the parti-
tion riots in 1947, were.mercitessty
wiped out.- Women were raped,
or had their breasts torn out witn
specially-fashioned knives. Children
did not escape the horror: (he
Jucky ones were killed with their
parents; but many thousands of
others must go through what life
remains for them with eyey gouged
out and limbs roughly awputated.
More than 20,000 ‘bodies of non.
-Bengalis have been found in the
main towns, such as Chittagong,
Khulna-and Jessore. The real tol].
I'was told everywhere in East Ben.
gal, may have been as high as
100,000; for thousands of non-Ben-
galis have vanished without a trace.

The government of Pakistan has
let the world know about that first
horror. What it has suppressed is
the second and worse horror which
followed when its own army took
over the killing. West Pakistani
officials privately calculate that
alto%ether both sides have killed
250,000 people~—not counting those
who have died of famine and
disease. - . B

~

rgels

:}t could be plainly seen
$ 'as not a Hindu.

‘The. infilrrogation proceeded.

" Tell §3F, why were you run
ning? ¢ X ]

By thisffime Bari. wild-eyed and
{remblingd violently, could not
answer. e buckled at the knees.
ks like “a  fawji, sir,”

-volunteerfid one jawan' as Bari was

(Fauji is the
for soldier: the army
the Bengali rebels it is

dthis fect.
Urdu woff
hounding}y :
“Couldy be," I heard Rathore
Bari was clouted severul
M the butt end of a rifle,
then om@lously pushed against a

reifullv. his  screams
§ young head peeping
ghadows of a nearby hut,
ssouted  something  in
J+ The head yanished.
MomentsiJater a bearded old man
came hiltingly from the hut
Rathore {{ounced on him.

“ Do y{it know this man”

“ Yes, ahib. e is Abdul Bari.”

a faup? "
" No, th'ib_ he is a tailor from
Dacea.” :

* Tell e the truth "

“ Khud) Kassam (God's oath),
Sahib, h¢iis a tailor.”

Ther® jiwas a sudden silence.

Rathore {looked abashed as I told

hA

him “ Fgg God's sake let him go.
What me proof do you want of
his innogsnce? "

But th#& jawans were apparently

and kept milling
i. It was only after 1
ore interceded on his
behalf th%it Rathore ordered Bari
o be repased. By that time he
was a chimpled, speechless heap
of terrofy- But his life had been

Pa\'e not been as for-

;iia_\'s as 1 travelled with
rs of the 9th Division

lieadquaers At Comilla [ wit-
nessp{] 8 close quarters the
extent M0 the killing. 1 saw

Hindys, fhiunted  from village to
villa‘ls aNd door to door, shot off-
hand affdr a cursory “’short-arm

inspectio) G showed they were un-
circumcited. T have heard the
screams [iof men bludgeoned to

T REACtNE 10 the almost suceecs

T

T -t
heavy hand of the army. And
army is dominated by the Punjabis,
who traditionally déspise and dis-
like the Bengalis’

The break is so complete today
that few Bengalis will willingly be
seen in the company of a West
I had a distressing ex-
perience of this kind during myv
visit 1o Dacca when | went to visit
an old friend. “['m sorry,” he told
me as he turned away, *
have changed. The Pakistan that
and [ knew
exist. Let us put it behind us.”
a Punjabi
bout the massacre

Pakistani.

you

Hours Jater

officer, talking a

of the non-Bengalls before the
army moved in, told me: *‘ They

General Tikka Khan,
military governor,

has ceased

East Bengal’s

i THE POLITICS EXPLAINED

TyOT Tmonienes tewesgren i v cnen
destructive course.”

Others. * speaking privately,
were more blunt in seeking jusii-
fication.

“The Hindus had completely
undermined the Muslim masses
with their money.” Col. Naim, of
9th Division headquarters told me
in the officers mess at Comilla,
They bled the province white.
Money, food und produce flowed
across the borders to India. In
some cases they made up more
than half the teaching stafl in {he
colleges and schools, and sent
their own children to be educated
in Calecutta. It had reached the
point where Bengali culture was
in fact Hindu culture, and East
Pakistan was virtually under the
control of the Marwari business-
men in Caleutta. We have to sort
them out to restore the land to the
people, and the people to their
Faith.™

Or take Major Bashir  He came
up from the ranks. He is SSO of
the 9th Division at Comilla and he
boasts of a persenal bodycount of
25 He had his own reasons for
what has happened.  “This is a
war between ﬂIlc pure and the im-
pure,” he informed me over a cup
of green tca. *“ The people here
may have Muslim names and call
themsclves Muslims. But they arc
Hindus at heart. You won't
belicve that the mawless (mulla) of
the Cantonment mosque here
issued a fathwa (edict) during
Friday prayers that the people
would attain janar (paradise) if
they killed West Pakistanis, We,
sorted the bastard out and we are
now sorting out the others. Those
who are left will be real, Muslims.
We will even teach them: Urdu,”

Everywhere 1 found officers and
men fashioning imaginative gar-

ments of justification from the
fabric of their oW pre-
judices  Scapegoats had to  be

found to legitimise, cven for their
own - consciences, the dreadful
“solution ” to what in essence was
a political problem: the Bengalis
won the election and wanted to
rute. The Punjabis, whose ainbitions
and interesls  have dominated
government  policies  since
founding of Pakistan in 1947,
would brook no erosion of their
power. The army backed them up.

Officials privately justify what
has been done as a reétaliation for'
the massacre of
hefore the army

moved in. But

the,

i

|

the non-Bengalis = had walked in with a

: WHY YAHYA SENT IN THE TROOPS .

‘compeosing” jon

G MMMgLLLGU WU Snuldl ALLACK
from the Jaganath Hall, where the
Hindu university students lived,
hardly justifics the obliteration of
two Hindu colonies, built around
the temples on Ramna racecourse.
uand a third in Shakrepati, in the
heart of the old ¢ity. Nor does it
explain .why the sizeable Hindu
populations of Dacca and the tieigh-
bouring industrial town of Nara-
vanganj should have vanished so
completely during the round-the-
clock curfew on March 26 and 27.
There is similarly no trace of scores
of Muslims who were rounded up
during the curfew hours. These
people  were eliminatedd in. a
planned operation: an improvised
response  to  Hindu aggression
wou};l have had vastly different
resulty.

A pencil flick,
a man ‘disposed’

Touring Dacca on April 15 |
found the heads of four students
Iying rotting on the roof of the
lghal Hall hostel. " The caretaker ;
said they had been killed on the :
night of March 25, 1 alse found |
heavy traces of blood on the two |
staircases and in four of the rooms. |
Behind Igbal Hall a large residen- |
tial building seemed to have heen [
singled out for special attention by |
the army. The walls were pitted |
with bullet holes and a foul smell |
stil lingered on the staircase, !
although it had been heavily ’
powdered with DDT. Neighboars |
said the bodies of 23 women and |
children had been carted away only :

They had been de- f
the roof ‘since
March 25 I} was only after much
questioning ‘that 1 was able to
ascertain that the victims belonged
to the near-by Hindu shanties.
They had sought shelter in the
huilding as the army closed in.

hours before.

THIS 1S GENOCIDE conducted :
with amazing casualness.  Sitting
in the office of Major Agha.
Martial Law  Administrator
of Comilla City, on the morning of
April 19, I saw the off-hand manner
in which sentences were meted out. |
A Bihari sub-inspector of police |
list of ’

continued on next page




R T "

JTHE POLITICS EXPLAINED: WHY YAHYA SENT IN THE TROOPS . |

Cooa LT VERMMR.

who have died of famine ang
disease. .

Reacting to the almost success-

- N i
¢ PAKISTAN, the pre- West Pakistan (main  the Urduspeaking Pun- man one vote,” East Paki- in  East Pakistan— P
ful br akaway of the rovince, / _’] dominantly Muslim city Karachi) has always jabis, who run the army. stan would gain a'domin- Bangla Desh — were '
which ,has more- than alf the It nmatlon which resulted dominated the divided East Pakistan (main 3™ say in the rovern- heayd fro, “Bengalﬂ.v .
country’s population, Gener al i{ from the partition of the nation, not only in terms cty Dacea), populated Ment,  hecause of  its Sheikh Mujih called © -
Yahya IKhan' ig iy ; )| British Raj in 1947, con-  of wealth hut also by its ; S s /ith  Breater population. only  for ' ¢ivil  dis-
-xanyaKhan's military governmeni ; 0 separate control of the  Ine by the HBengalis, wi Lo bodienc
is pusBing through its own * fina) sists  of o e parate  con rol ~of the Institu- their own distinet Ben- Fhis was the subse ohedience. o
solutioh™ of the East Bengal territories, divided by a tions of government. It gali language. covers an  quent course of events: MARCH 6: President
problem ' o Benea thousand miies of India.in turn, is dominated by 521 fanguaze. cover: the DECEMBER 7, 1970:  Vahya sef March 25
p,‘“ Lo . ) stze, but has a somewhat The Pakistan general as a new date for
L ‘We are determined to ‘cleanse - —— tarzer  population than clections gave Sheikh assemhly meeting.
East Pakistan once and for all of Brahmanbaria @N/ West Pakistan. Most of Mujth’s Awanii League MARCH 7: Mujib said
the threat of secession, even if i RN the  nation’s  {lindu 167 out of (he 169  he would nol atterd
means Killing off two million people . DACCA v minority of around eizh( Bast Pakistan  seats  unless martial law was
and ru]jng the province ds a colony N L ' IND‘A million was concentrated in  the  constituent withdrawn,
for 30 years,” I was repeatedly told R . Y in East Pakistan. assembly—an ahsolute MARCH 25: West Paki-
by senior military and civil %ce” y Narayanganj oo Towards the end of ma,u.)rlt:v for the whole stan troops struck to
in D d Comill : ' ' N U the 19608 the discontent of Pakistan. This put control  Dacea and
0 opaeed and Comilla. { W Sl of Cthe impoverished  tiem within easy  Chittagong h antici-
The West Pakistan army in East | e 9th DivisionH \ ¢ (K Bengalis of East Pakistan  reach of winning home  pation of a Bengall
Bengal_ is doing exactly that with a 11‘ IN- ~ . o AN ,s’ i found expression in the rule for the Bengalis. mutiny. - o
terrifying thoroughness. - b L T @ tessore CACOIK 2| fapld Cerowth Ter the FEBRUARY 13, 1971: MARCH 26 iy
I | ‘ S : 16th Diviston HQ S ) \ 5’ ' Awami League. This is President Yahya Khan Bengulis killed by the
; BEEN ; e ! . NN N "\\% @ . E ! devoted  to achieving announced that the troops in Dacca, but
%\gi?gb sun af{zgmgaag?,}gﬁl "tlg ,’ ! ’ - E AST P AKISTAN Q@ W ,"’ some degree of ind(leln;‘n- coﬁllﬁﬂtuetnt ‘ﬁ“"".‘,"'gy elsewhere Bengalis
. ai : [ | 9 ; 0 N ' dence from West Paki Wil meet on March 3. started to ‘massacre
Chandpur (the West  Pakistan |ND' r \J('\ - NN Ry slan. Its leader was FEBRUARY 15: Z, A non-Bengalis. Refugees
a{;my prudently stays indoors at e . / ~ ) Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Bhutto, feader of —including at -first
night in East Bengal when one of @ k Ni Y With the resignation in  majority party in West  many Muslims—hegan
the jawans (privates) crouched in p i March, 1970, of Pakistan’s Pakistan, said he to leave East Bengal.
the back olp the Toyota Land ' mititary dictator, Ayub would hoycott the MARCR 28—APRIL 12
Cr{xiser é¢alled ouf sharply: Khan, ¢ame the Awami assembly uniless there 9th and 16th divisions
“ There’ an running, Sahib Y League’s chance. Ayub was a prior agreement flown to East Bengal.
eres 2 m ng. o Khan’s successor, General hetween East and EARLY MAY: Second
Major Rathore brought _ the Yahya Khan, determined,  West on a constitu- wave of refugees, this
vehicle to an abrupt halt, simul- to hand over power to a tional formala, time overwhelmingly
taneously reaching for the Chinese- democratically - elected MARCH 1 : Yahya post- lhnqus. hegan to leave,
made light machine-gun propped civilian government, poned the assembly MAY 80: Third wave of
against the door Less tﬁan which would draw up a meeting. Increasingly. refugees  pouy. out;
"ng') yards away a ‘man could be new  comstitution. On calls for a fully inde- cholera hroke out in

seen loping through the knee-high the principle of * one pendent Bengali state refugee camps.,

paddy.
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WH

prisoners being held in {he police
lock-up.,; Agha | looked | it over.
Then, with a flick of his pencil, he

casually ‘ticked ¢ff four hames on
the list. ) !

“Bring. these | four to me this
cvening for disppsal.” h swd, He

The peacil
kid bring
n”

looked at the list again,
flicked ohce more. | .
this thief along \with the

The death sdntence  had been
a plass of coconut
milk. "I was inférmed that two of
the prisoners were Ilindus, the
third a “student,” and the fourth
an Awami league organiser.
" thief,” it tranfpired. vas a lad
named Sebastian who had been
caught moving! the houschold
effects of a -Hindu friend to his
own house. , '

Later that evéning | saW these
men, their hands uand flegs tied
loosely with a’single rope. being
led down the rdad. to thje Circuit
House compouri?. v liftle after
curfew, which wias at 6 “u‘clock. 4

flock of squawkling my
were disturbed in; their play'by the
thwacking ‘sound: of wonodén clubs
meeting bone anfi flesh. i

CCAPTAIN AZMAT of the Baluch
fame .

Regiment had two claimg t

according to the mess bat te?. One
was his job as ADC to Major-Gen
Shaukat,Raza, commanding officer
of the 9th Divisign. The gther was

thrust on him l}y Jhis colleagues
-, ragging. b :
© Azmat, jt transpired,; |was the

who had

only officér in the group
" 11 Bashir

not made-a “kill.” ; Maj
needled him meyceilessly.
.€Come on Azinat.” Bashir told
‘him one night, 9 we. are going to

'WHY THE REF
- full eye-witness
nen the troops went into E.

The

ah birds -

3

Lt-Col. Baig was a popwar artil-
i lery officer who had done a stint
in China after the India-Pakistan
war when units; of the. Pakistan
army were converting ‘to Chinese
cquipment.  He was said te. be a
proud family man. e also Joved
llowers.  He told me with uncon.
cealed pride that during a previous
posting at Comilla he had brought
from China the giant scarlef waler
lilies that adorn the pond opposite
headquarters, Major Bashir adered
him. Extolling  one officer's
decisiveness, Bashir toid me that
once they had caught a rebel office
there was a big fuss about whg
should be done with him. * Waile
the others were telephoning Qﬁ?\’n
for instructions,” he sai@,” ** he
solved the problem. Dhor i
Only the man’s fool was left stick.

ing out of the ditch.”

o

I'T IS HARD to magine sc¢ much
brutality in the %wmidst of so nuch
beauty Comilla  was blooming
when 1 went there towards the
end of April. ~ The rich green
carpet ol rice paddies spreading
o the horizon :on hoth sides o
the road was broken: here and
there. by bright splashes of red
:That ‘was the Gol Mohor, aptly
;dubbed the * Flame of the Forest."
icoming to full bloom. 'Mango and
pcoconut trees in the  villages
.dotting the countryside were heavy
with {ruit. Even the terrier-sized
goats skipping across the road gave
.evidence  of the abupdance of
nature in Beéngal. * The only way
you can tell the male “from the
female,” they told me, “is that all
the-she-goats are pregnant.”

: }’(1'"' “underscore
wept

IR Aol v or oMo TTow
we will sce how vou can make
themrrun. It’s sa easy.” | .
the poifit! Bashir

i

into one o

his loig| spiels -

| puan . ‘
-Fire-and-murder

their véng@amce

)
l‘ Tom em e o6 ave .
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had escaped before the army cane.
Others., like the man amony the
caconut trees, were slow to el
dway

As we drove on, Major Lathore
said, " They broucht it on thetn-
selves.”™ 1 said it was sureiy lue
terrible o vengeance on innoeent
people Tor the acts of 4 handfu
of rebels He did not answer

when we
through
rom

ACEEW O HOURS later
weke”  agam passing
ll@jiganj on the way back

“handpur, | had my first exposure

/\

to the savagery of a “kill and
burn mission

We were still caught up 1 the
aftermath ol a tropicat storm which
hid hit the ared that affernoon.
A heavy overcast made hostly
shadows o the mosque towerme
above the town. Light drizzie was
beginning to wet the uniforms of
Captan  Azhar - and  the  four
jawans riding i the exposed escort
jeep behind us

We turned o corner and found
a convoy of trucks parked outside
the masque. [ counted seven, all
fitled with jmwrans in batticdress
At the héad of the column was u
Jeep. Across the road two men.
supervised by a third, were trying
to batter down the door of ‘one
of more than a hundred shuttered
shops lining the roud. The studded
teak wood door was beginning to
giva under {he combined assault of
two axes as Major Rathore brought
the Tovota to a halt

" What the hell are vou doing®”

The tallest ol the trio, who was
supervising the break-in, turned
and peered at us. * Mota,” (Pattyy
he shouted.  what the het do vou
think we are doing””

Recognising the voice. Rathare
srew a water-melon smile. It was
he informed me, his old friend
© ity "—Major Iftikhar of the 12th
Frontior Noaroaa i

nin
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point Rathore was begiu
get  anxious aboul the

, lo
g{"ri_ng darkness. So we drove
FE t

1 chhnced‘to meet Major

en
‘:’.zu- the next day he ruefully

I burnt enly sixty houses
n't rained 1 would haye.

pproaching a vitiage a. fe
m Mudarfarganj we Weére

a halt by wnat appeared
wan crouching against a
I, One of the igwans

ted it might be a jauj: sniper.
Bul after careful scouting it turned

¢ a lovely young Hindu
sat  there with the
of her people, waiting for

oLt knows who. One of the jawans
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ten years with the East
Kitles and could speak
engali.  He was told to
r into_the village. She
something in reply, but

yed where she was, but was

tred @ second time She was
g there as we drove away.
as’” 1 was informed,

to go—no family, no

flikhar was one of sevbral
ssigned to kill and burn
They- moved in after

thadrebels had been clearéd by ithe
-arile with the freedom to comb-.
oufl and  destroy  Hindus nd

(the official jargon

forigebels) and to burn down every-

th

had

K1is la

lk a

grhar

illa
“ne

e g
e buastard had grown a beard

call

in the arveas from which the

been fired at.

nky Punjabi officer liked
bout his job. Riding with
to the Circuit House in
on another occasion he
about his latest exploit.

0t--an-—-old-one - -he sajd.—|

5 posing as a devout Muslim.

ed-himsell Abdul Manan.

kiwe gave him a medical inspec-



e T A S PRIHS We are aoing - HWe got an old one.” he said
make a man of [vou. omorrow E{F@ AN murder tecognising the voice. Ruathore "'l‘wp bastard had grown a beard

we will see how vou chn make . : grew a water-melon smile It was andiwas posing us a devout Muslim,
them run. It’s sd eusy.” thelr Vengeance he informed me, his old friend Eyéh called himsell Abdul Manan
To underscore.fl!;](- puilit Bushlir . ; ;H‘ty j‘——flw;an lrii't;'ikhur of the 12th  Butlwe gave lum a medical inspec-
went into one o is long spiels . | o ok s ‘rontier Force Rifles tiopland the game was up |’

2 .~\pa}'lr.t f.rom[ his | ;illt}gs ﬁaslrs-\’().; u!‘“tlh(:,-neer?éiﬁ(};evi}:)?'?éggggl‘?!dlad’é;r Rathore: I thought semeone _Hgikhar continued: I wanted to
i“i{éﬁ&ﬁaﬁt& C(]—ll:(‘:;«]acl t?“,’%,h\. trict has a_population density of W48 _l.()_m,“_';g,“ - Ani }”;3 there a.nd‘llhen. EUL m",
Punjabi Iof’ﬁ('erlﬂ'foimd who could 1900 to the square mile—onl fiibar,  Looting” Nu We are ,;l} d three *Zuf-] % I‘Mf”»c.
- Punja Benonl fubround wt genersl Man was nowhere to be seen oh lf]!l_.md burn ™ }Z@S‘.I‘\L 1 iree s ols. S0 I gave
: L th hif was aliola self. “Where are the Bengalis» | 4 Waving his hand to take in the hindl one 1w the balls, then “one
ta,,re%ne&) S }:g :r‘l(:ridc. jin fh(- had  asked my, esvoﬂsg in the N}f(’p*' he said he was gomg 1w 0 peomach,  Then § finished
ﬂglli%d of ?lrlg own voice strangely empty streets of  estroy the lot h”\l  off l‘“t:'lt ;\‘1 hhmlf'll']l }he lhead.
e i o & y Tfow dave eaplior e . Rathore:  How many did’ vou raen e ajor Iftikhar he was
A dhari walla: (bearded man). Dacea a few days earlier rh(,'.\ e B - hed d h Brahmanbaria. His
i ' & Alages” was (he  LOL7 1cdyed north to Bralimanbaria. His

Bl Tt ottt e Sk s o e chtn™ Mt s s, e " Bratmnbarty
about his brother. a prominent  side, theré were still no Bengalis | l‘mhm't‘i Slome on How many OVERWHELMED WITH TERRO]
Awami League orézaniser of Comilla Comilla town, like Dacca, was K ‘\-“.l}',’"’q_. INlv (welve W thely Bengalis hav L ROR
- who had been nelited by {he army * heavily shuttered.  And in ten Iftikhar: * Only twelve  And by € Bengalis have one of two

_ et . Ciilec N alche God we were lucky to cet them. - reattions. Those who can run
'g%glheir (sj:i{; hga{-(l);.l(('ix.hhl;l'z "h(fl(;;g: 'i;;l":i(tssiloennt t‘},]ﬁlag(é‘:d“:g p[L;l:m‘t‘:nl We would have lost those, too. il awdy fust seenr o vanish, Whole
run away.” The gld man|couldn saw could have been counted on :)'l:_‘]‘\_"{“‘ sent myomen from  the ‘d‘;‘& ‘:;);:;“,i'(‘};(f‘d "?I‘,":’(f‘s‘:“:&%()‘z}:]‘"
llomé){eheqd ng his l‘LOtrke" colu)ld .th( fingers of both h‘md§ , Prodded by Major Rathore  rui adopt a cringing servility which
lave escaped ‘on a I:OLLH €R. ' There were, of vourse. soldiers—  \fyjkhar then went on to describe  onl¥ adds  humiliation 1o ther
Neither could L So Major Bashir, hundreds of unsmiling men in vividly how after much searching  plig
with a broad wink. enlightened mo khaki. each with an automatic rifle |, Hajizunj he had  discovered ’
The record would show Dhm jAccording to orders, the pifles l\’\(‘l\‘t"“in(lllx hiding i 2 house  fpol
aaya: shol whijle escaping. ™ inever left their hands. The roads on the outskirts of the town These 1
L care constantly patrolled by tough. 4 been  “disposed of © Now an
| NEVER DID find out |whether Hrigger-happy men. Wherdver the Major Iftikhar was 6 the second thr
Captain Azmat got his kill. The AArMy Is, you won't tind Bengabs part of his nisssion: burn life
rebel Bengali forves whe [had duy Martial law orders, constantly By this time the shop's door had

b

andpur was an example of the

- the past this key river ;wrl
he Meghna was noted Jor tfs
g business houses and fay
At night thousands of smail
try boals  anchored on the
» edge made 1t a fairyland of
s On Aprii A8 Chandpur was
fted.  Nu people,' no boats
v one per cent of the popula-
!i()?}md renuiined. The rest, parti.
I

Anthony Mascarentiag

culbdly the Hindus who constiluted
v hall the population, had fled.
erdly they had left behind
sands of Pakistani flags flut.
g from every house, shop and
Jtop. 'l‘hg effect was like a
fonal day ‘celebration without
l.('rm\'ds. It only served to
emphasise the haunted look.
The flags were by way of
ance

¥imehow the word had got
aropind thats the army considered
angistructure without a Pakistani
ito be hostile and consequently
& destroved. It did not malter
the Pakistani flags were mdde,
su Igng us they were adorned with
thejlerescent and star So they
candpb’ in all sizes, shapes and
fprs. Some flaunted blue fields,
gad of the reguiation green
pbusly tHey had been hastily
ogether with the same material
oL had. been used for the blue
vla Desh flag.  Indeed blue
tlani flags were more common
: the green. The scéhe in
z‘tbotag.e. If- & road is obstructed in thése parts, go under the title Chajdpur ~ was repeated in
a bridge damaged or destroyed. * Medical & Stores.”  Under the Hajizanj.  Mudarfarganj, Kasba,
il houses within 100 yards of the Bongali lettering " the ‘signboard Bra anbaria; all ghost towns gay,
pot are sliable to be demolished  carried in English the legend with flags.
nd_their. inhabitants rounded -up. .. Ashok -Medical & Stores Lower - b
i practice is eveh more do\m‘\vus painted “Prop. A. M. )
ible than anything the words Bose.” Mr Bose, like the rest of A

ie‘action " the people of Hajiganj. had locked i

One of the-few pictures he troops

o Mascarenhas ta take; peace rally " at Lakstham,
stunted: up for Rakistani|TV. and o :
At

cribed on this puge | . put
: Yepeated on the ‘radio and in the been demolished and we found  Ban
Chittagong on - the highway to Press, proclaim the death benaity  ourselves looking into one of those - Palg
i Comilla, had tiell down |the 9th _jor anyone caught-in the act of tiny cateh-all establishmeunts which,  thai
Division by degtroying [all the i

...bridges and culy{ rts in the areg.
‘Gerleral Raza was|getting Hell from
.| :Eastern Command at Dacda which
N anxious - to lhave the uth.
a4 led againgt escap-
also desperatély
zent to open this only lahd route
i) * N B 9
the .north” 1o ‘muc -neede\‘d
bolies that had. been piling up

1o . i .
in at'Feni, sevenly nules horth of

Juld suggest.  “ Pupitiv
soiething that th(--"Beu‘ngIis have and run
Hime th dArnad ! [




i be fog «dangerouy

: . was bogged down,

Lo lCT I BOTUCT 5,
ing rebels. It wa
urgent to open th
to’. the north
supplies that had
in the port at Cl
-So General Razd
ably ‘waspish  F
areg almost daily,
hours haranguing

Azipat, as usual,
shadow. 1 did n«
But if experiencd
Azmat probably &
his " kill "—and
anolher three we
on May 8 that the
ablet to clear Fe
rounding area. By
rebdls, forced o
“bombing and artill;
escafjed with thei
_the nighbouring 1
" Theescape of su]
. of armed, hard-cor
the Bengali rebels
gravel‘concern tg
Baig, -1 at 9th
quartets. - Thd
explaihed. will ob
them to settle t

be allowed in o
~long as-they keey

dCU agallgl ¢xeap-
also dos;wratol‘\
§ only land route
0 much-needed
been p?lin.u up
ittagong|
wis understand-
¢ flew gver the
He also spent
the brigade that
atFeni “[Captain
‘as the General's
t see hih again
Is any {pointer,
ad to sweat out
the ragg
ks, (E was only
9th Divigion was
ni and the sur
then the|Bengali
it by relentiess
ery barrages, had
[ weapons across
border into India
ch large numbers
e regulars among
was a matter of
Lt.-Col| Aslam
Division head-
Iidians,”  he
iously nptl allow
pere. It would
S0 theyv will
vosufferince  as
sorties

ng—rfor |

' The practice is even more
terrible than anything the words
¢ould suggest.  ** Punilive action
is something that the Bengalis hase
dome to dread,

We o saw what this meant
when Woeoowere approachinge
Hajiganj, which straddles the rouad
1o Chandpur. oo the mornjng of
Aprit 17 A few miles, betore
Hajicanj., o 1d-foot bridae  had
been damaged the previous tight
Iy rebels who were still active
t}w area.  According to Major
Hathore- (G-2 Ops) an army unit
had immediately been sent out to
take punitive action  Long spirals
of smoke could be seen on ali sides
up to a distance of a quarter of a
mite from the damaged bridge
And as we carefudly drove over a
bed of wooden boards, with which
it had been hastily repaired, w
('ti)uld see houses in the vﬂllagc@b‘
the right beginning t(I" catch<gre
i At the back af .the illagecsiome
jawans were spreading the flames
with dried coconut fronds They
make excellent kindlihg and are
nonually used for copking. We
cguld also see a body sprawled
between the coconut {rees at the
entrance  to the villige. "On the
ofher side of the rdad another
illage in the rice padflies showed
fidence of the fire thal had gutted.
ore than a “dozen bamboo and
at huts.  Hundreds of villagers

==
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o SRRl A I e ) AT
down wis painfed “Prop. A M
Bose™  AMr Bose, ke the rest ol
the people of Hajizanj, had locked
andd run ‘

In front of
display cabinet

the shop o small
wis crammed with
patent  medicines, cotgh sy rups,
some  boltles ol nange s(iltash,
Imitatton jewellery,  reels of
" coloured colton threud and pachets
of knicker cfastic (fikhar kicked
_ b over, smashing the light wood
work into kKindiing Next he reached
out for some gute shopping bags
on one sheli He took sonie plastic
toxs 1rom unother A boodle of
handkerchiefs and o small bolt
of red cloth jomed the pile¢ on the
Hoor, Olftikhar heaped them .
together and borrowed a box from
ne of the jmicans sitting in our
Aloyota. The jawan had ideas of his
9 own, Jumping from the vehicle he
ran to the shog and tried to pull
down one of the umbrellas hang-
ing from the low ceiling of the
shop. Iftikhar ordered him out
L.ooting, he was sharpiy
reminded, was against orders,
[ftikhar svon had a fire going
He threw burning jute bags in‘o
une corner of the shop. the bolt
of cloth into another. The shop
began to blaze.  Within nunutes
we could hear the crackle ol Hames
behind shuttered doors as the tire
spread to the shop on the lefy,
then on to the next one.

jee

et Y ‘
Ag“fparade’ and
a gmowing wink

!
(‘k,s‘ham was an example of the
- reaction: cringing

Aien | drove into the town the
mounping affer it had been cleared
ol ﬁ}‘lv rebels, all U could see was
thedarmy and literally thousands
of Bhkistani flags  The major in
chatge there had camped in the
©olige station, and it was there that
Klnj.l Rathore took us My cob-

leagae, a Pakistani TV cameraman.
hadirto make a propaganda film

abodt the " return to normaley ™ in
Lakiham—one of the endless series
cast daily showing -welcome
es and * peace meetings.”
+vondered how he could manage
e

it, ¥t the Major said it would
no taveat. ‘“ There are enough of
thegp

% bastards left to put on a gopd
.. Give me 20 minutes.” ‘Jq
futenant Javed of the 3gth
{¢h was assigned the task bf
ding up a crowd He callpd
outpo an elderly bearded man who
hadfipparently been brought in for
loning  The man. who later
41 His "nume as Moulana Said
ammad Saidul Hugq. insisted he
a " staunch Muslim Leaguer
andghot from the Awami League.”
(Th Muslim League led the move-
. .

s e e

—— o
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)Two zoho escaped a mother dnd child at o 1efugee camp’near Krzshnarfagar At ﬁret 1H;mdu cmd
14 mzlzes ﬂed but as the Army s er tightened the refﬁtgees wene/in reast z%
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ment for an independent Pakistan
in 1447.) He was all too cager to
please. “T will very definitely get
you at least 60 meo in 20 minGtes.”
he told Javed. " Bul if yvou give me
two hours I will hring 200"

Moulana Saidul Hug was as good
as his word. We had hardly drunk
our fill of the dehiciously refresh-
iy coconut milk that had been
thoughtfully supplied by the
Major when he heard shouts in
the distance. * Pakistan zinda-
bad!” “Pakistan army zindabad! ™
“ Muslim League zindabad! ™ they
were chanting. (Zindahad is Urdu
for “Long live!”) Moments later
they marched into view, a motley
crowd of about 50 old and decrepit
men and knee-high children, all
waving Pakistani {lags and shout-
ing at the top of their voices. L.
Javed gave me a knowing wink.

Within minutes the *parade”
had grown into a * public meet-
ing " complete with a make-shift
public  address  system and  a
rapidly  multiplying  group  of
would-be speakers.

Mr Mahbub - ur - Rahman  was
pushed forward to make the
address of welcome {o the army
He introduced himself as N
College professor of English and
Arubie, who had also tried for
History and is a life-time member

of the great Muslim League
Party.” :

Introduction  oyer. Mahbub-ur-
Rahman gave fojth with gusto.

* Punjabis and Bengalis,” he said,
*“had united for Pakistan and we
had our ewn traditions and culture.
But we were tefrorised by the
Hindus: and the Awami Leaguers
and led astray. Now we thank God
that the Punjabi soldiers have saved
us. They are the best soldiers in the
world and heroes 6f humanity. We
tove and respect ithem [rom the
bottom of our hearts.™ And so o,
interminably, in the same vein,
After the “mepting” | asked
the Major whal he thought about
the, spepch. ** Serves the purpose.”
he said, " but | J‘iun‘t trust that
bastard, I'll put him on my list.”

THE AGONY of Fist Bengal is not
over. Perhaps the worst is vet to
come. The army is determined to
g0 on uatil the * ¢lean-up ™ is com-
plete 8o far the|job is only half
done Two divisions of the Fakistan
Army. the 9th and the 16th, were
flown oht from West Pakistan to
*sort oqit " the Bengali rebels and
the Hin%lus. This; was a consider-
able logistical feat|for a country of
Pakistan's resourdes. More fhan
25,000 men were moved from the
west to ithe east. On March 28 the
two divisions were given 48 hours
notice to move. They were brought
by train to Karachi from Kharian
and Multan. Carrying only light bed
rolls and battle packs (their equip-
ment was to follow by sea) the
troops were flown|out fo Dacca by
PIA, the natisnal, pirline. lIts fleet;
of seve?) Boeings| was taken u%j
international and |[domestic rowtes
and ﬂe\,;lkthe long| haul via Ceylon:

continugusly for 14 days. A few
AirForp\‘transpo t aircraf; helped.

The jfroops  went into action
1

1 B o

with equipment
the 14th Division
which till then constituted the
Eaxtern Command.  The 9th Divi-
stonr gperating trom Comiila, was
ordered to seal the border in the
east against the movement of rebels
and their supplies. The 16th Divi.
sion, with headqguarters at Jessore.
had a similar task in the Western
sector ol the province. They com-
pleted these uassignments by the
third week of May. With the rebels
~those who have not been able to
escape to India—boxed in a ring of
steel and fire, the two army divi-
sions are beginning to converge in
a relentless comb-out  aperation.
This will undoubtedly mcan that
the lerror cxperienced in  the

immediately
borrowed from

border areas will now spread 1o the
middie. It coule also be more pain-
ful. The human targets will have
nu\\'herc to run fo.

On April 20 Lt-Col. Baig. the
flower-loving G-1 of the 91h Dwvi-
sioi, thoneht that the comb-out
would take two months. to the
middle of June. But this plannipg
seems Lo have misfired. The rebel
forees, using guerritla tactics, have
not been subdued as easily uas the
army expected. Isolated @ad appyr-
ently unco-ordinated. the rebals
have nonetheless bogged down the
Pakistan Army in many places by
the systematic destruction of roads
and railways, without which the

continued on neet page
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army cannot move. The 9th Divid
Agion for one was hopeléssly behind
schedule. Now' the monsoon

threatens to sHut down the military
eration with three months o_fi

cloudbursts,
¥or the rainy season, the
Pakistan Goyernment obtained

May nine .ﬁa!low-dr' ught river
gunboats. loré are| to come.
These 80-ton jgunboaty with mas-
sive firepower will tak¢ over some
of the resppnsibx’litijs mtherto‘i
allotted to the air forde and arlil-
lery, which will not belas effective
when it rains| They will be sup-
ported by several hundted country-
craft which haye been requisitioned
and converted for military use by
the addition of outboard motors.:
The army intpnds to take to the.
water in pursfit of the rebels.

from China inj the seci}nd week of

L

Qolonis;atioh of
East Beengaﬁ

'There is alsE the cléar prospect

of famine, berause of the break-:
down of the Mistribution system.
Seventeen of |the 23 districts of
East Pakistan!are normally short
of food and have to be supplied by
massive imports of rice and wheat.
This will not be possible this year
because of the civil war. Six
major bridges and thousands of
smaller ones have been destroyed,
making the rFads impassable in-
many places. iThe railway system
has  been simifariy disrupted,
though the government; claims it is -
“ almost normal.” .
The road and rail tracks between '
the port of Chittagong and the
north have bé¢en completely dis-
rupted by the¢ rebels: who held
Feni, a key ro?l;i and rail junction,

until May 7. [Food stocks cannot
move because jof this devastation. '
In normal times only 15/per cent of |
food movements from [Chittagong '
eas were made by :
boat. The remaining 85 per cent
was moved by road and frail. Even a

00 per cent increase in the effec- -
tiveness of river movement will |
leave 70 per cent of the food stocks
es of Chittagong.

. Two other
gdded. One is
ing of grain b
begun to anti
Fhis makes a {
tely more difficult. The
government of] Pakistah’s refusal
1o jacknowledge the danger of
famine publicly. Lt.-Gen. Tikka
Khan, the military governor of |
East” Bengal, dcknowledged in a
radip broadcast jon April/18 that he
was gravely jconcerned. about
fdod supplies.{ Since |thén the
entire government machinery has
been used t6 sGippress the fact of |
the food shortdge. Thd reason is
that. a "famine[ like the cyclone’

large-scale hoard-
y people]
ipate th

ther is the

ris certainly being py

e famine. i]f
ight position infin- }
h

outpouring of foreign aid—and
with it the prospect of external
inspection of distribution methods. ;
That would make & impossible to
conceal from. the Wworld the scale
of the pogrom. So'the hungry will
be left to die until the clean-up.is
complete.

Distussing the problem in his
plush  air-conditioned office in
Karachi recently the chairman of
the  Agricultural  Development
Bank, Mr Qarnf, said  bluntly:
“The famine is the result of their
acts of sabolage. So let them die.
Perhaps then the Bengalis will
come to their senses.”

THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT'S
Last Bengal policy is so apparently
contradictory and  self-defeating
that it would seem to justify the
assumption that the men who rule
Pakistan cannot make up their
minds.  Having committed the
imitial error of resorting to force,
the Government, on this view, is
stubbarnly and stupidly muddling
through.

There is, superficially, logic in
this reasoning.

On the one hand, it is true that
there is no let up in the reign of
terror. The policy of sgé)jugaunn

cd with
vigour in East Bengall  This s
making thousands Q’f-ncw cnemies
for the Governm¢ht’every day and
making only more definitive the
separation ¢ two wings of
Pakistan, &QV

On t.hc(&h& hand, no govern-
ment could be unaware that this
policy must fail. (There are just
not enough West Pakistanis to hold
down the much greater numbers in
Fast Bengal indefinitely.) For hard
administrative and economic
reasons, and because of the crucial
consideration of external develop-
ment assistance, especially from
America, it will be necessary to
achieve a political scttlement as
quickly as possible. President
Yahya Khan's Press conference on
May 25 suggests. that he acknow-
ledges the force of these factors:
And he said he would announce
his plan for representative govern-
ment in the middle of June. :

All this would seem to indicate

ithat Pakistan’s milltary Govern-
ciment is movin,
¢ " ‘opposite directions,. -to compound
factors . must be i the gravest crisis in!
ii24-year history.

tho have |:

paradoxically, in
the country’s

This is a widely held view. It
sounds logical. But is it-true?

My own view is that it is not.
It has been my uphappy privilege
to have had the opportunity to.

J.observe at first hand both what
tiPakistan’s Jeaders say in the West,

and what they are doing in the
East. - | !

I think that in reality there is ho
contradiction in the Government's
East Bengal policy. East Bengal
is being colonised.

This is not an arbitrary opinion
of mine. The facts: speak - for
themselves. :

befdre it, could result in a massive |

The first -consideration of . the
i .

i i

ih , :

'WHY THE REFUGEES FLED

,army has been and stil

is the,
obliteration of ‘every trace of
separatism in East Bergal. This
proposition is upheld by the con-
tinuing slaughter and by every-
thing else that the government has
done in both East and West Pakj. -
stan since March 25. The decision

was coldly taken by the military “[]

leaders, ‘and they are going
through with it—all too coldly.

No meaningful or viable political N

solution is possible in Bast Bengat
while the pogrom continues.

The crucial question is: will the ‘,:

killing stop? ‘ ,
I wa§ given the army's answer

by Major-General Shaukat Raza, ~ }

commanding officer of the 9th
Division, during our first méeting
at Comilla on April 16.

“You must be absolutely sure,”
he.said , *“that we have not under-
taken such a drastic and expengive
operation—cexpensive both in fen
and money—for nothing. We've |
underfaken a job. We are going to
finish it, not hand it over half done
to the politicians so that they can
mess It up again. The army can’t
keep coming back like this
three or four years. It has a mor
important task. I assure you thaf
when we have got through with
what we are doing there will never
be need again for such an opera:
tion,” :

Major-General Shaukat Raza iﬁ
one of the three divisional coms
manders in the field. - e is in a
key position.  He is not given toi
tatking through his hat. i

Significantly, General Shaukat;
Raza's ideas were cchoed by every
military officer 1 talked to during
my 10 days in FEast Bengal. And
President Yahya Khan knows that
the men who lead the troops
on the ground are the de facto
arbiters of Pakistan's destiny.

The single-mindedness of the
army is underscored by the
military operation itself. By any
standard, it'is a major venture. [t
is not sorhething that can be
switched on and off without the
most grave consequences.

Army committed
to remain

The army has already .taken a. |
terrible tolYin dead and jnjtired.
It was privately said in Dacca that,
more officers have been killed than

men and that the casualty list in

very " 5.

AT

East Bengal already exceeds the; mf

losses in the India-Pakistan war of
September, 1965. The army will
certainly not write . off
“ sacrifices " for illusory political;
considerations that have

Militarily—and it is soldiers who
will be taking the decision——to call
a halt to the operation at this stage
would be indefensible. It would
only mean more trouble with the
Bengali rebels.

t

these| : 2]

proved | ri¥c
to be so worthless in the past. i

Implacable hatred| e
-has been displayed on both sides. -
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i\t Bodortaia hospital, Bashirahat,
thdia: a Hindu child who was shot
o both legs while fleeing the

untry with his mother.
Hither was shot dead.

re can be no truce or negofiated
s¢ftlement; . only total vietory or
Y Time is on the side
¢iithe Pakistan Army, not of the
unco-ordinated and

umstances, such as an expanded

[dwers, could of course alter the
ture. But as it stands today the
istan Army has no reason to
Mibt that it will eventually achieve
objective. That is why the
sualties are stoliflly accepted.

The enormous
eady made on t
¢ration and its continuing heavy
.also testify to the Govern-
t’s determination. The reckless
ner in which funds have been
red out makes clear that the
litary hierarchy, having taken a
lculated decision to use force, has
pted -the financial outlay as a
essary investment® It was not
nothing’ that 25,000- soldiers
bre .airliffed to East Bengal, a
ng and  expensive exercise.
e two divisions, the 9th and
16th mconstituted the military
jriserve’ in. West Pakistan.” They
ive now been repliced there by
ensive new recruitment.

-

¢ East Bewgal

I TR AN R T .

The Chinese have helped with
equipment, which is pouring down
the Karakorum highway. There is
some evidence that the flood is
slowing down: perhaps the Chinese
are having second thoughts about
their commitments to the military
rulers of Pakistan. But the Paki-
stan government has not hesitated
to pay cash from the bottom of the
forelgn exchange barrel for more
than $1-million-worth of ammuni-
tion to European arms suppliers.

Conversations with senior
military officers in Dacca, Rawal-
pindi and Karachi confirm that
they see the solution to this prob-
lem in the speedy completion of
the East Bengal operation, not in
terms of a pull-out. The money
required for that purpose now
take§ precedence over all other
governmental expenditure.  De-
vegopment has virtually come to a
halt.

In one sentence, the government
is too far committed militarily to
abandon the East Bengal operafion,
which it would have to do if it
sincerely wanted a political solu-
tion. President Yahya Khan is rid-
ing on the back of a tiger. But he
took a calculated decision to climb
up there.

SO THE ARMY is not going to
pull out. The Government's policy
for East Bengal was spelled out to
me in the Eastern Command head-
quarters at Dacca. it has three
elements:—

(1) The Bengalis have proved
themselves “ unreliable ” and m
be ruled by West Pakistanis;

(2) The Bengalis will hay@ to
be re-educated along proper
Islamic lines, The * Islamisation
of the masses "—this is the official
jargon—is intended to eliminate
secessionist tendencies and provide
a strong religious bond with West
Pakistan;

{3) When the Hindus have been
eliminated by death and {light,
their property will be used as a
golden carrot to win over the
under-privileged Muslim middle-
class. This will provide the base for
erecting administrative and politi-
cal structures in the future,

This policy is being pursued
with the utmost blatancy.

Because of the mutiny, it has
been officially ‘decreed that there
will not for the present be any
further recruitment of Bengalis in
the defence forces. Senior Air
Force and Navy officers, who were
not in anyway involved, have been
moved “as a precaution’ to non-
sensitive positions. Bengali fighter
pilots, among them some of the
aces 'of the Air Force, had the
humiliation of being grounded and
moved to non-flying duties. Even
PIA air crews operating between
the two wings of the country
have; been strained clean of
Bengalis. )
The East Pakistan Rifles, once
almost exclusively a Bengali para-
military force, has teased to exist
since; the mutiny.- A new force
the Civil Defence Force, has been
raised .by Tecruiting Biharis and

volunteers from West Pakistan.
Biharis, instead of Bengalis, are
also being used as the basic
material for the police. They are
supervised by officers sent out from
West Pakistan and by secondment
from the army. The new Super-
intendent of Police at Chandpur
at the end of April was a Military
Police major.

Hundreds of West Pakistani
government civil servants, doctors,
and technicians for the radio, TV,
telegraph and telephone services
have already been sent out to East
Pakistan. More are being encour-

.aged to go with the promise of

one- and {wo-step promotions. But
the transfer, when made, is obli-
gatory. President Yahya recently
issued an order making it possible
to transfer civil servants to any
part of Pakistan against their will.

The universities
‘sorted out’

Acdught and shot,
O officer had incurred the wrath of

I was told that all the Commis-
sioners of East Bengal and the
district Deputy Commissioners will
in future be either Biharis or civil
officers from West Pakistan. The
Deputy Commissioners of the
districts were said to be too closely
involved with the Awami League
secessignist movement. In some
casgsy such as that of the Deputy
ommissioner of Comilla, they were
That particular

the army on March 20 when he
refused to requisition petrol and
food supplies * without a letter
from Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.”

The Government has also come
down hard on the universities and
colleges of East Bengal. They were
considered the hot beds of con-
spiracy and they are being “ sorted
out.” Many professors have fled.
Some have been shot. They will
be replaced by fresh recruitment
from West Pakistan,

Bengali officers are also being
weeded out of sensitive positions in
the Civil and Foreign Services. All
are currently being subjected to the
most exhaustive screening.

This colonisation process quite

obviously does not work even half
as efficiently as the administration
wishes. I was given vivid'evidence
of this by Major Agha, martial law
administrator of Comilla.
been having a problem getting the
local Bengali executive engineers
to go out and repair the bridges
and roads that had been destroyed
or damaged by the rebels.
task kept getting snarled in red
tape, and the bridges remained

- unrepaired. Agha, of course, knew
the reason.
them to work,” he told me, *“ when
you have been Kkilling them and
destroying their country. That at
least is their point of view, and
we are paying for it.” '

He had

This

“You can't expect

CAPTAIN DURRANI, of the Baluch
Regiment, who was in charge of the
company, guarding the Comilla
airport, had his own methods of

dealing with the problem. “I hyve
told them,” he said with referehee
to the Bengalis maintaining the
control tower, * that I will” shpot
anyone who even looks like hd i
doing something suspicioys.”
Duranni had made good his ward.
A Bengali who had approached Yt’he

as

airport a few nights earlier
shot. “ Could have been a-rebel,”
I was told. Durrani had another
claith to fame. He had personally
accounted for * more than 60
men” while clearing the villages
surrounding the airpert.

The harsh reality ‘of colonisa-
tion in the East is beiniggmceaﬂed

by shameless window drdgsing. For
several weeks Presid Yahya
Khan and Lt.-Gen, Tikka Khan have
been trying to get politi¢pl support
in Epst Pakistan for wheg they are
doing. The results have not exactly
been satisfving. The support forth-
coming so far has been from people
like Moulvi Farid Ahmad, a
Bengali lawyer in Dacca, Fazlul
Quadeer Chaudhary and Professor
Ghulam Azam of the Jamat
Islami, all of whom gere soundly
beaten in the Geng,ral Electipns
last December. ki .
The only promingnt personality
to emerge for this pijfpose has been
Mr Nurul Amin, old Mugim
Leaguer and formexjChief Minister
of the Province who was one| of
only two non-Awaphi Leaguers| to
be elected to .;the Nati al
Assembly. He i§ now in |is
seventies, But eyen Nurul Amin
has been careful not to be too
effusive, His two public statements
to date have been concerned only
with the *Indian interference.!
Bengalis look with scorn on the
few who *collaborate.” Fdrid
Ahmad and /Fazlul Quadeer
Chaudhury are painfully aware| of
this. Fand Ahmad makes a pgint
of keeping his windows shuttefed
and only those who have been
scrutinised and:recognised throygh
a peephole in the front door are
allowed into the house.
By singularly blunt methods the
Government has been able to [get
a grudging agquiescence from|31
Awami .Leaguers who had been
elected to the national and pro-
vincial assemblies. They are being
kept on ice in Dacca, secluded from
all but their immediate families,
for the big occasion when * repre-
sentative government” is to|be
installed. But clearly they now
represent no one but themselyes.

®

ABDUL BARI the tailor who was
lucky to survive, is 24 years old.
That is the same age as Pakistan.
The army can of course hold the
country together by force. But tk;e
meaning of what it has done| in
East Bengal is that the dream| of
the men who hoped in 1947 that .
they were founding a Muslim
nation in two equal parts has now
faded. There is now little chahce
for a long time to come that
Punjabis in the West and Bengalis
in the East will feel themselves
equal fellow-citizens of one nation.
For the Bengalis, the future is How
bleak: the unhappy submission of

.a colony to dits conquerors.
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