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E. Pakistan Revolt
Seen in Last Gasp

BY WIHL.LIAM I ONOUGHIIN
Times Staif Wriler

DARSANA, East Pakistan—"The
republic of Bangla Desh 1Bengali
Nation) was in its last davs on its
native soil Saturday as the West Pa-
Kistani army ecxpanded its control
over the country,

The much publicized struggle for
Bangia Desh was, in fact, beginning
to shape up as the war that never
was,

The secessionist wpnhhc was in its
death throes, its provisional capital
lost, as reinforced West Pakistani
zarrisons moved at will through the
countrysirde,

Iiast Pakistani vesistance, such as
it was, melted over a wide sector of
the western area hefore the advanc-
ing troops of Gen, Agha Mohammad
Yahya Khan.

It was becoming increasingly clear
that the Bangla Desh liberation for-
ces had offered only minimal resis-
tance to the well-equipped \West Pa-
kistani military since the start of the
civil war three weeks ago. Descrip-
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East Pakistan Fighting
Viewed as Exaggerated

Continued from First Page
tions of freedom fighters
locked in swaying battles
with the en'emy have
turned out to be largely
figments of the imagina-
tion—imagination of Ban-
gla Desh partisans or of
the far-from-disintevested
Indian press. ’
. ‘Veteran Westetn war
correspondents have
found no such baltles to
cover,

‘With no training
whatever and with few
arms and less ammuni-

tion, the disorganized, un- !

disoiplined liberation for-
ces simply have fled
whenever  the Pakistani
army put in an appear-
anns, There s little doubt
thnt there has been wide-
givend slaughter but it
v just - that, slaughter,
not hattle.
No Confrontation

Interviews with freedom
fighters ‘here in western
Bangla Desh bring the ad-
mission that although
there has been some snip-
ing and perhaps a few am-
bushes there has been no
I~wwe  ennfrantation with
the Pakistani military,
(" emeeyon{s returning
fram1 the eastern sectay of
[N yrter veap S.\-]h(\‘
ra~art tha sitvation is the
sae there Pakistong
troops apparently  hided
their time in cantonments
until reinforced and ready
tn move. They now are
maving.

Chuadanga. provisional
capital of the Bangla Desh
republie, was a deserted
city this weekend as the
provisienal  government
fled to Meherpur, close to
the Indian border, hefore
air and ground assaults.
Plans to swear in the
government at Chuadanga
were abandoned althouah
a ceremony was held for
newsmen  Saturday in a
mango grove near Mcher-
pur to- read the Bangla
Desh deelaration of inde-
pendence,

Meanwhile, - American-
built Sabre jets flown hv
the Pakistani air force
could be heard here as the
planes attacked Chuadan-
ga, 10 miles distant. To sav
that Narsana still was held
by Bangla Desh forces
would he inaccurate since
West Pakistani troops
simplv have not arrived
here yet. With liberation
forces short of arms and
ammunition and with no
dun-in defenses. Darsana
will fall to the. first West
Pakistani patrol that
reaches it.

Presumably. freedom
fighters from Chuadanga
were falling hack on Dar-
sana. But this correspon-
dent saw only two men
with shotguns and no de-
fensive preparations
whatever in Darsana.

A Bangla Desh spokes- :

man admitted there was

virtually nothing to fight

with. .
Why No Help?

Mohammed Yunus Al

elected member of the Na- -

tional Assembly f{rom
Kushtia district, lament-
eid: "Why has no one come
to help us? How can your
government call this an in-
ternal affair when thou-
sands are being slaugh-
tered?"

His complaint was
echoed by almost every-
one interviewed. One man
said bitterly, "We are not
surprised at the United
States and the Soviet
Union, but even the Chi-
nese have turned out to he
hrutal and have deserted
us."

Caravans of refugee bul- |

lnck carts and horse carts,
laden with household
anods, moved through
Darsana in the noonday
heat toward the Indian
horder two miles a.. ay as
Iast Bengalis fled {rom
Chuadanga. Many were on
fool with only the posses-
sions they could carry,

Reports from the entire
western region made it
evident that the army had
established its autonomy
over cities from Dinajpur
in the nnrth to Jessore in
the south. It also was tak-
ing control of horder areas
east of Dacca from Sylhet
in the north to Brahman-
harvia and Comilla to the
south,

"The green, red and white
flag of Rangla Desh was
much less in  evidence
than previously and the
freedom cries of the rebels
are seldom heard now,

The Pakistani army ap-
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parently was moving to
selze towns and hard-

"topped roads near the In-

dian border before the

start of monsoon rains to -

choke off any flow of sup-
plies to the liberation
foree, The first rains alrea-
dy are heginning and once
the monsoon hits in force,

it will he extremely diffi-

cult to.move supplies
through the countryside.
While the Indian
government has denied
supplying any arms to the
Kast Pakistanis, freedom

_ fighters here said they had

received a few arms from
India, although virtually
on a person-1{o- person
basis Liberation forces
also have heen able to
cross the horder to obtain
food and then return.

There ‘was a continual
flow back and forth over
the railroad brld%e linking
this area with the Indian
border town of Gede, some
300 miles north of Caleut-
a,

The lack of training for
the freedom fighters here
was evident, as they them-
selves admit. "These ave

men who were farmers

vesteérday and know noth-
ing of weapons," one offi-
cer said.

If a hard-core unit of the
liberation army is able to
relreat into the hills in the
castern areas of the coun-
iry, obtain arms and begin

a training program for
guerrilla warfare, then the,
East Bengalis may bé able

to repeat the performance

of the Viet Cong in the Me-
kong Delta or Fidel Castro’
in.the hills of the Sierra
Maestre,

But until that day

comes, the republic of
Bangla Deésh i doomed.
Despite thé pleas of its po-
litical leaders, the ques-

tion of the recognition of.

Bangla Desh' by such na-
tions as the United States,
the Soviet Union and even
India will not arise for

there soon will be nothing
to recognizé éxcept a
governmeént In exile,
That dods not, however,
mean the problem is
solved for the:government

of Wést Pakistan. It still

must find a way to rule
. the sullen population of 75
;million East Bengalis. It

will be even more difficult
- now than in the past.

FEut on Saturddy, the
hravade which has sus-
tained the liberation force
was fading and West Pa.
Kkistani troops were arrive |
ing. Lo :



