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Quest for.a Bangla Desh

"We fly the Pakistani flag, but
Bangla Desh is in our hearts," said a
village elder in East Pakistan.

He was one of thousands of inha-
bitants of Kast. Pakistan . (named
Bangla Desh——Bengali Nation—by
rebels) who live in constant fear for
their lives in a natlon which has
claimed its' independence from West
Pakistan. Thousands have been
slaughtered by the Pakistani forces
of President Agha Mohammad Yah-
ya Khan in the civil war,

Peasants as well as teachers, intel-
lectuals, engineers, doctors and oth-
ers with leadership potential have
been killed. Dacca, the capital city,
and other large cities including Chit-
tagong and Comilla, reportedly lost
73% to 80% of their residents
through death or desertion.

Soldiers, Families Die

East Pakistan! soldiers and army
officers died in executions and fight-
ing and in many cases their families
died with them. :

"They have made me an orphan,"

said one soldier. "My life is unimpor-
tant now."
. While fighting continued, rebel
leaders proclaimed the sovereignty
of Bangla Desh from West Pakistan
and appealed to "all democratic
countries" for recognition and assis-
tance in the civil war.

1ne capiial nameda m wne procia-
mation was Chudanga, a small town
10 miles from the Indian horder.
Sheik Mujibur Rhaman, leader of
the. movement, was named pres-
ident, although his whereabouts
were unknown. He reportedly had
been captured by the government
forces. Tajuddin Ahmed was named
prime minister.

Chudanga was bombed twice Fri-
day, and rebels fled without a fight.

Both Sides Seek Aid

As the rebels were appealing for
aid, so were the Pakistanis, and
worldwide response varied.

Chinese Premier Chou En-lai said,
"Should Indian expansionists dare
to launch any-aggression against Pa-
kistan, the Chinese government and
people will always firmly support
the Pakistan government and people
in their struggle to safeguard their
state sovereignty and national inde-
pendence."

India's Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi responded with a firm state-
ment of support for the rebels,

"Our attitude does not depend on
that of others,” she said. "We take
decisions independently.”

Response from the United States
was somewhat guarded. Food for
Peace shipments to East Pakistan
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ARMED- -East Pakistani civil-
ians in Pangsha carry bows and
arrows they say they will use
if needed to defend themselves

against West Pokistan army.
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were halted because of "the conges-

tion in East Pakistan ports." U.S.

Ambassador Kenneth Keating, on a

visit to Bombay, said the United .
States could not accept the fighting

entirely as "an internal affair of Pa-

kistan" because "the phrase internal

affair is rather technical and in a’
sense inplies indifference—this posi-

tion we do not accept."

The Pakistan economy was suffer-
ing as a result of the uprisings. In
the east, many peasants were not
planting their rice and in the west,
1,000 miles away across Indian terri-
tory, cotton mills were producing
cheap cotton goods that have no
market but in the east.

And while the Pakistani army de-
stroyed food stocks, tea plantations
and jute mills, the resistance forces
tore up rail lines, bridges and roads
to restrict the army's movements.

"This has already set the country
back 25 years," one Scottish tea
plantation owner said. "Even if they
eventually win independence,
they'll have to start completely from
scratch again."



