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THE WORLD

U.S. Forces Clash With Reds

The War in Indochina—A U.S, ar-
mored column battled at least 100
North Vietnamese troops in one of
the sharpest clashes near Saigon in
recent months, American military
spokesmen disclosed, (Part 1, Page
24)

For the last four days South Viet-
namese have declined to discuss a
new military operation under way
in the battle-scarred A Shau Valley
near the Laotian border. (Part 1,
Pagel) ‘

Communist China charged that a
Soviet ship was at fault when it col-
lided with a Chinese fishing boat
March 31 in the Gulf of Tonkin.
Eleven fishermen were lost, Pek-
ing's official news agency said, and
although 34 men were taken aboard
the Russian vessel, the crew was
"indifferent” to pleas to launch life-
boats to search for those missing.

Viet Cong officials in Paris refused
to accept a leather-bound book con-
taining a petition in behalf of U.S.
prisoners in Vietnam that was
approved by 65,000 readers of the
Ladies Home Journal. Mrs. Mylie
Evers, widow of assassinated black
civil rights leader Medgar Evers,
was part of an American delegation
that handed the book to the Viet
Cong officials during a meeting. But
the book was returned later to Mrs.
Evers' hotel without explanation.

Red China has made significant
progress in the past 25 years, an
American newspaperman has found.
(Part 1, Page 1.)

Members of the U.S. table tennis
team returned to the United States
from Communist China, and most of
them had nothing but praise for the
Chinese people and for Premicer
Chou EfTai. (Part 1, Page 1.)

Radio Pakistan claimed Pakistani
army troops were meeting no resis-
tance in eastern and western sectors
of East Pakistan. But the Indian
zovernment radio said Bangla Desh
rebels had launched last-ditch coun-
teroffensives in those sectors.

Pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's
square to receive Pope Paul VI's
Iilessing heard the Pontiff lash out
at paganism, aggressiveness and
permissiveness. On the subject of
pollution, the Pope said, "Today
people talk of ecology, that is of the
hygiene and purification of the na-
tural, physical environment. Very
well, but why not also talk, and with
oreater reason, of the moral honesty
and dignity of the human environ-
ment?"

Patriarchs of the Greek, Ethiopi-
an, Armenian and Syrian Orthodox

and Coptic faiths led thousands of
Easter pilgrims in services at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Je-
rusalem.

About 100 youths who call them-
selves Black Panthers demonstrated
in Jerusalem, forcing Prime Minis-
ter Golda Meir to cancel her appea-
rance at a festival marking the end
of Passover. The youths protested
alleged discrimination against Jew-
ish immigrants from other Mideast
countries,

To this day no one is sure whether
it was an accident or murder when
lnrico Mattei, oil tycoon and Italy'
most powerful man, died in a plane
crash in 1962, (Part 1, Page 1.)

One teen-ager and one policeman
were injured in the northern Italian
city of Brescia when riot police
broke up an unauthorized march by
hundreds of young monarchists
with tear gas and baton charges in
the second day of disorders involv-
ing right-wing factions in separate
cities.

The West German Defense Minis-
try in Bonn said an investigation is
under way into the latest crash of an
air force Starfighter jet after news-
paper reports suggested the plane
may have been sabotaged by villag-
ers angry about the noise. The 136th
crash of a Starfighter occurred Fri-
day near Munich,

Sierra Leone's army and customs
department imposed tight security
measures along its coast and borders
following threats that mercenaries
were planning to invade the West
African country. Thirty-five foreign-
crs, including the Portuguese cap-
tain of a trawler, were arrested Sa-
turday by an army sea patrol on sus-
picion of being mercenaries. Prime
Minister Saika Stevens survived a
coup attempt last month,

Bombs were set off at a Belfast bar
and at a Belfast lodge hall of the
Protestant Orange Order. The bomb-
ings followed similar explosions in
Londonderry's Roman Catholic Bog-
side district and in downtown Bel-
fast. British troops continued
searches for arms and ammunition.

Prisoners at the Kingston, Ont.,
penitentiary released the last five
guards held hostage.and ended their
four-day rebellion. They had ac-
cused guards of brutality and de-
manded better conditions. One pri-
soner was reported killed by another
convict and 11 were injured in fights
among convicts during the long
holdout,
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