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Yost’s Plan e att her¥iehemes to Feny ks
Ambassador Charles W. YosPs plan'to i WEhRI0 #ite; Nle fact thatMllac gls-

engage from Vietnam by offering Hano ered for the first time only within the last
heutralist government in Saigon avoids §R¥eral years; the fact that many blacks are
question posed by Hanoi, Peking and Muiamiliar with the registration process, and
cow that the war in Vietnam is a trialében fearful of it; the fact that blacks have
sirength. - very limited access to transportation to the

It Is clear that if the United States canfi@¥rt house (an average trip of about 30
defeat barefoot farmers with its superior ##iles, round trip, in most counties); and the
itary wealth and lacks the political skilifag that the communications media making
enable our South Vietnamese allies to i§own the reregistration requirement does
fend themselves against a takeover by Hamekreach blacks,

backed NLF forces, the death of capitaRegistering to vote was perhaps the most . -

ism is inevitable. tangible evidence individual black Missis-

Ambassador Yost's scheme of replactinpians had of the awakening that suppos- -

the elected government in Saigon with edd occurred in the country in the 1960s; to
more acceptable to the NLF and to Hamm out that act so soon will confirm the
appears to offer Hanoi a substantial if noduspicions many of them had about the gen.
complete victory. At best; it is a face-savirigeness of that awakening.
maneuver which will fool no one in HanoBayette, Miss. STEWART BAIRD.
Peking or Moscow, though it may salve the '
consciences of some here. .
If anyone is interested in saving tlt]e kmblnkers’ Thoughts ‘
of economic and related political system w s s
have and in protecting allies who wish to 3::2 da sggitees O(ff agﬁg;;‘g:t(‘)?ln,f;;i;hkeef;s;;’a
sociate themselves with us, it would sefln®. ”
; 4 : ir. Thoughts” by Colman McCarthy. Sel-
that more serious thought should be gi d d day journalism take tho
to finding workable means of success tH} oes modern day journalism take the
{0 bl for tiating a defeat ime to stand back, analyze the contempo-
o plans for negotia JIDSNALD L. MILLERAY scene, and evaluate what is really going
) on in the world. And to provide space for
such goings on is generally unheard of, for
I léhere is a myth abroad in the land that it
¢ ] ion’’ 1ss. Rla s not sell papers. Both The Washington
Reregastmtmn ) O_f M!SS B cP%Zt and Mr. McCarthy should be com-
The failure of the Justice Departmentyi@deqd for providing a series of discerning

enforce the Voting Rights Act against thi perceptive articles. Please keep them
mass reregistration of voters currently Whning,

derway in Mississippi is outrageous:
Reregistration of voters—purging all e"y}ashington.
isting registration records and requiring al
persons to reregister to vote—started within
the last year in 26 Mississippi counties, af-
fecting approximately 40 per cent of the reg-
istered blacks in the state. The Votingyniy  four months ago the people /of
i, st reguires  sounty to prove o Wkl Desh (formerly Esat Pakistan cxpe
trict court in Washington, D.C,, that the 'i'-"ced the greatest natural dl?:“g" of mc:d-
registration plan (or any change in the elfdd times when a cyclone h - the coastal
tion process) is not racially discriminato¥e2s. The utter apathy and criminal negli-
The Act makes it a crime to enact a chaggace of the military regime was witnessed
without complying with these submission ke-the whole world at that time. Today the
quirements, . same military junta is enacting the greatest
Only four counties undergoing reycgis [mn-made human tragedy of the modern
tion submitted their plans flo .tliustxice,d :Px;l
Justice approved each plan. Justice is doin
next to r:ollhing to forcz the other countje§ Wholesale massacre of defenseless peo.
to comply with the Act. ple by the army with machine guns and
in Hinds County, for example, which §ambs has been going on for the past sev.
cludes Jackson, the largest city In the Statgal days. Hospitals have been bombed, pop.
reregistration started last July. Not um¥fition centers razed to the ‘groun’d, un-
March 31, 1971, several days after privatedifed people mowed down in the streels—
izants filed suit against the illegal rercHlils is the picture that has been given to the
tration, did Hinds Countly submil its rere#igrld press by forelgn correspondents pres-
fration plan to Justice. Not only does Justf#é in Dacca when the carnage began. It is a
ignore the cvime committed by Hid@gasure of the horrible intention of the mil-
County for procceding in violation of thary that they have found it necessary to
Act, it does not even consider the fardingspel the foreign correspondents at gun
of the eventual submission a factor in its peint. What is taking place is a massacre
view of the plan. Justice thereby encouragdshout parallel in modern history.
counties not. to comply with the Act. The people of Bangla Desh are being sys-
No wonder that Justice, being so poortaatically killed, because they have com.
upholding {he procedural provisions of thitted the crime of demanding that the mili.
Act, fails to undevstand its substantive pwoy junia led by General ‘Yahya hand over

Washington,

DR. JOHN P. GINGRICH.

visions. Mr, Gerald Jones, Assistant Attoripewer to the elected representatives of the

General in charge of the Civil Rights Disieple, This promise was solemnly made by
ston, wants “facis” that show that reregistitaneral Yahya when he illegally usurped
tion is diseriminatory, He {hus indicatepower and was repeated before the General
basie misunderstanding of the purpose AsEembly of the United Nations in October
the Act-~to shift the burden of proof to list year, .
counties o show that diserimination doeshe events of this month have made it
not exist. clear, if there was any doubt, that the mili-
Notwithstanding, all the “facts” do revealy junta has no desire t0 abdicate power
discrimination; the historical use of reregisthe people, or loosen its colonial grip over

cbgr1971

Al I;a;ll umoriE dl
THEsi aMfue humo Ny
to laugh at himself. Yet through it.all—the

tirades against students, the news. media and
anyone to the left of Spiro Agnew—I keep

getting the impression that Al Capp' takes -

himself seriously. L .
STEPHEN G. SONNER. -
- Annandale, R :

Batile at Antietam .

We are. grateful to The Washington Post

for bringing to public attention the serious
and immediate threat to.portions of Antie.. .

tam Battlefield by proposed real estate de-
velopments.

Because the boundaries originally estab-
lishing Antietam National Battlefield as a
unit of the Nationa! Park Service did not in-
clude many of the most historically signifi-
cant features of that hattle, those features
are now faced with obliteration by creeping
suburbanism. We arc grateful, too, that leg-
islation has been introduced to put these
segments of that historic battlefield under
the protection of the National Park Service,

The question is: Can Congress act quickly
enough to prevent despoliation by the real
estate developers?. History, too often, has
shown that it does not. However, there is a
temporary solution. The National Park
Foundation can and has stepped in.

Many private citizens are concerned about
the future of Antietam and its protection
as a historical resource for all the people to
the nation rather than for a few private
property owners, While awaiting the normal
course of events that would enable Congress

Bangla | Desh. They are determined that
Bangla Desh should continue to remain a
colony and captive market for West Paki.

stan, even if it means decimating the popula-
tion, ‘

The people of Bangla Desh are no less de-
termined to break themselves loose from a
forced union with their oppressors from
West Pakistan.

Let there be ns doubt as to the outcome
of this contest of wills, They are equipped
with modern weapons, we are equipped with
invincible faith in our cause, They are mer-
cenaries, we are freedom fighters. They are
tew, we are many. They are morally cor-
roded, we are morally strong. They may win
a few battles, but we will win the war.

The struggle -that is now going on in
Bangla Desh is part of the general world-
wide movement for liberation from colonial
domination. It is no different from the
struggle that the American people waged
against their distant rulers two centuries
ago. Like the DBritish colonies in America,
last Pakistan is being bled white in the in-
lerests of alien rulers thousand miles way,
Like you, we are having to pay taxes to a
distant government indifferent to our wel-
fare, without any right of representation.
Like you, we have decided to exerclse our
right of self-determination, Like you, we will
prevail, no matter what the cost.

Knowing the greal traditions of the Ameri.
can people, the people of Bangla Desh have
no doubt that the American Government
and people will do their best lo arrest the
monstrous genocide in Bangla Desh. Time,
however, is of essence. If innocent human

B 'At’ sh new boundaries and provide
VP B the National Park Service to ac.
G

remaining significant areas, pri-
vate citizens may convert their interest into
action by working with the National Park

Foundation. This non-profit, tax-exempt,
_ charitable corporation, created by the Con-

gress to rally private citizen support ior
parks and programs of the National Park
Service, has been active at Antietam and has

. acquired options to purchase key tracts.

TOM C. CLARK,

Vice Chalrman,
Natlonal Park Foundation.

Washington,
N ae

I find it most ironic that just yesterday I
was commenting to friends after visiting
both the Antietam and Gettysburg battle-
tields recently, that the Antietam site has
apparently been able to escape the commer-
cialism which has all but engulfed (and de-
filed) the Gettysburg area. Now I find that
fate is in store for Antietam also.

It is disheartening to kn. 7 that there are
individuals with so little sense of {he past,
or of national pride, that they can crassly
make plans 1o bulldoze that *“dark and
bloody ground” out of existence and throw
up ticky-tacky houses to obliterate decisively
the memory and meaning of what was done
there, '

I urge all Americans to support the efforts
of the Maryland congressional delegation in
their attempts to halt this impending degra-
dation. By taking action now, the Antictam
National Battlefield Park can be expanded,
preserved, and protected for generations to
come.

Washington. JOHN P. PLUMLEE,

The Struggle in Bangla Desh

beings have to be saved the time for action
is now, .

In the name of humanity, we appeal to you
to use your influence as a world power to
stop the indiscriminate killing of thousands
of innocent civilians.

You can help us by not helping our op-
pressors. We beg of you not to give any assist-
ance, military or economic, to the Yahya
regime. _

You can help us by recognizing the newly-
formed provisional Government of Bangla
Desh. We implore you to recognize this dem-
ucratic government immediately. .

We are 75 million pcople, we are deter-
mined to fight our cnemy till we shed our
last drops of blood for the freedom of our
homeland, “Bangla Desh,” from the clutches
of the Punjabis. We do not fear to prolong
that kind of war for generations if necessary
hecause we are revolutionary people as the
history of India confirms it. We are follow-
ing the footprints of great Bengali leaders
like Aurovindo Ghosh (Chittagong) and Sub-
hash Chandra Bose, AX.M. Faziul Haque
and Shaheed Suhrawardy who fought
tgatnst and sttained independence from ¢he
British Empire. We offcred the greatest
challenge and resistance to the imperialism
and colonialism in the niodern era, We, the
75 million, are determined to win the holy
war of independence from the Punjabis rule
of barbarism. We love our country, we Jove

- our people, and with God overhead, we will

make our own fortune,
Long live Banla Desh!
MIAN NAWAB,
Chajrman, Bengall Revolutionary Commitiee,

Washington,



