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Pakistan Says
India Attacked

Border

NEW DELHI, April 19 (AP)
—Pakistan formally accused
India today of attacking a bor-
der post in its eastern prov-
ince where a rebellion is being
put down.

Radio Pakistan said the pro-
test was made to the Indian
high commissioner in Islama-
had, Pakistan's administrative
capital. The protest charged
that Indian forces used artil-
lery in an attack early Friday
against the border post near
India’s Tripura State.

The Indian government has
repeatedly denied Pakistan
charges that it is sending help
to the rebel forces.

At the same time, an Asso-
ciatted Press correspondent
reported from Beita on the In-
dian side of the frontier with
Kast Pakistan that several
hundred eastern rebels were
regrouping there. An officer
of the Indian Border Security
Force said the rebels were
preparing for a counterattack
against advancing Pakistani
troops.

The dispatch {rom Beifa
said rehei troops, driven out
of the East Pakistani border
town of Mecherpur on Sunday,
crossed into India with their
weapons, and no attempt had
heen made by Indian authori-
tics to disarm them.

Several officers of India's
2nd Sikh Light Infantry were
at the Beita border post, how-
ever, and units of the regi-
ment were on hand in the im-
mediate vicinity.

The purpose of the Sikh
troops was not clear, since
India and Pakistan have a
long-standing agreemen{ not
to position regular army units
within three miles of the bor-
der.

The Pakistani army’s crack-
down in East Pakistan has
cost the country at least $200
million in delayed aid and lost
oxports. Diplomats and for-
eign economists in Rawalpindi
helieve bankruptey is near.

Foreizn exchange reserves
dropped to about $82 million
this month and are melting at
the rate of about $20 million a
month, threatening sharp cur-
tailment in imports. This
would starve factories depend-
ent on importied raw materi-
als, especially in West Paki-
stan, which is more industri-
ally advanced than the East.

The United States has hel
up  signing the commodi yr
loan agreement which in t
1969-70 fiscal year amounte

Post

to about $80 million. Britain is
holding about $45 million in
aid and Japan has suspended
$40 million in economic assist-
ance, including $10 million for
reconstruction in the area of
East Pakistan devastated .by
last November’s cyclone which
killed at least 300,000 persons.

Aid cexperts believe the
country’s development pro-
gram, expecially in heavily

populated East Pakistan, has
been set hack at least a year.
The military struck in the
midst of the construction sea-
son in the East where the
monsoons starting in June
bring projects to a virtual halt
for three months,

Foreign economists estimate
that the virtual halt of exports
from East Pakistan will mean
a drop of about 10 per centin
export earnings for the fiscal
year ending in June. This
would be a loss of about $65
million.

With exports at a virtual
standstill for two years and
imports rising, Pakistan al-
ready was facing one of ifs
deepest balance of payment
deficits, The deficit in the
third quarter of 1970
amounted o $90 million, com-
pared with $48 million in the
sccond quarter and about
$200,000 in the same period of
1969.

Informed sources say efforts
to get standby assistance from
the World Bank have met with
a ‘‘cold response.” World Bank
sources said that response
prohably would continue as
long as ‘“politics is given con-
sideration over economics”
and defense is given priority
over development needs.

Meanwhile, Radio Pakistan
said army iroops were meet-
ing no resistance in the east-
ern and western sectors of
East Pakistan, but the Indian
government radio said East
Pakistani independence forces
had launched last.ditch coun-

teroffensives in those sectors.

The rebels, however, looked
tired, bedraggled and dispir-
ited and in no condition to
launch an attack in the near
future, an AP reporter said.

Some 700 East Pakistani
rebels were encamped around |
the Beita border post. Many of
them were members of the
East Pakistan Rifles in steel
helmets and combat uniform
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U.S. Says Civil Strife
Is Pakistan’s Affair

Reuter
In an apparent attempt to
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soften remarks by the U.S.
ambassador to India that
ievents in East Pakistan were
of world concern, the State
i Department spokesman yester-
I}day described the strife there
'as “an internal matter.”
Spokesman Robert J. Me-
‘Closkey made his comment
when asked about the furor
which Ambassador Kenneth
Keating's statement had cre-
ated in Pakistani government
circles. Keating said Thursday
that the East Pakistani prob-
lem was the concern of the
world communitly and not
merely Pakistan’s internal af-
fair. !




